[bookmark: _Toc8978701][bookmark: _Hlk82519346]North Dakota Department of Environmental Quality Public Notice
[bookmark: _Toc8978702]Issue of an State AFO Permit

	Public Notice Date: 10/30/2026
	Public Notice Number: ND-2026-030



[bookmark: _Toc8978704]Purpose of Public Notice
[bookmark: _Toc8978705]The Department intends to take public comment to ensure the following State Animal Feeding Operation Permit follows the authority of the Section 61-28-04 of the North Dakota Century Code.

[bookmark: _Toc8978706]Permit Information
[bookmark: _Toc8978707]Site Name: Blackhawk Farms
Application Date:  5/7/2026	Application Number: NDAFO0916
[bookmark: _Toc8978708]Applicant Name: Justin Roelofs
[bookmark: _Toc8978709]Mailing Address: 1300 S. HWY 75, Pipestone, MN 56164
[bookmark: _Toc8978710]Telephone Number: (507) 825-4211

[bookmark: _Toc8978711]Proposed Permit Expiration Date: November 30, 2031

[bookmark: _Toc8978712]Facility Description
The permit application is for a proposed swine barn located 14 miles north and 7 miles east of Valley City, ND. The site is in the NW ¼ of Section 13, Township 142 N, Range 57 W, 5th Prime Meridian. The application indicates the facility would have a maximum of 8,461 head of swine, equivalent to 3,161 animal units.

[bookmark: _Toc8978714]Public Hearing
A public hearing has been tentatively scheduled to record oral comments regarding the proposed permit on November 19, 2026, from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the following location

Barnes County Courthouse
230 4th St NW
Valley City, ND 58072

The public hearing will be held if there is sufficient public interest pertaining to the proposed permit or if a public hearing is specifically requested in writing. The specific issues to be raised should be stated in a request for a public hearing.  If sufficient public interest is not raised and a Public Hearing is not requested by November 12, 2026, the public hearing will be cancelled.  Please check the North Dakota Department of Environmental Quality website (deq.nd.gov) or call the department at 701-328-5210 on or after November 13, 2026, for confirmation of the public hearing. 

Tentative Determinations
[bookmark: _Toc8978715]The submitted application and supporting documentation have been reviewed by the Department. They assure that State Water Quality Standards will be protected, and the system will be constructed and can be operated in compliance with the North Dakota state requirements for storage and handling of manure and wastewater for an Animal Feeding Operation.


[bookmark: _Toc8978716]Information Requests and Public Comments
Copies of the application, draft permit, and related documents are available for review on the department website at: https://deq.nd.gov/PublicNotice.aspx.  Comments or requests should be directed to the ND Department of Environmental Quality, Division of Water Quality, 4201 Normandy Street, 3rd Floor; Bismarck, ND 58503-1324 or by calling 701.328.5210.
[bookmark: _Toc8978718]
All comments received by November 30, 2026, will be considered prior to finalizing the permit.

The Department will consider every request for reasonable accommodation to provide an accessible meeting facility or other accommodation for people with disabilities, language interpretation for people with limited English proficiency (LEP), and translations of written material necessary to access programs and information. Language assistance services are available free of charge to you. 

Requests for accommodation should be made as soon as possible and ideally at least five (5) business days prior to a scheduled program, service or activity. Depending on the nature and complexity of the request, requests may take longer than five (5) days to fulfill. Requests may be directed to the NDDEQ staff responsible for the program, service, or activity, or to the Nondiscrimination Coordinator directly. Contact the NDDEQ Nondiscrimination Coordinator directly at 701-328-5150 or deqEJ@nd.gov. TTY users may use Relay North Dakota at 711 or 1-800-366-6888.
